Coranderrk News, July 2020
Wominjeka! Welcome to Coranderrk’s
newsletter. We have so much to share that our first
issue is a ‘bumper’ (future issues will probably be a bit
shorter). We hope you will enjoy our news while C19
prevents us from meeting in person. Until then, from
all at WEAC - stay well, keep safe and we look forward
to welcoming you back to Coranderrk very soon.
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News from the farm
Farm Manager David Stewart reports on from the
paddock:

even with a much lower rainfall during June and July,
those paddocks have remained waterlogged and stock
numbers reduced.

1

Our Belted Galloways – well fed and moved to higher ground.

Birrarung Camp and access tracks across the flats are
closed indefinitely due to flooding. There is no vehicle
access to the waterways or the Seven Monuments site
until paddocks dry and tracks can be repaired.

Cattle, pasture and weather
Through a deliberate policy of conservative stocking
rates Coranderrk has so far been able to turn off well
finished cattle without the need for fodder
conservation to feed hay or silage. The excellent rains
throughout the summer and autumn provided a bulk
of feed which has allowed the cattle to continue
growing well into the winter months.
The extended above average rainfall also led to three
minor flood events across the lower western part of
the property, an event we would normally expect in
the spring months. This required destocking land
adjacent to the Yarra on each occasion and since then,
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Extended unseasonal flooding is great for the floodplain and
groundwater but not so good for pasture and tracks.
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Thanks to the Friends of Coranderrk, all the wire from
the old fence line between paddocks 10 and 12 has
now been removed. It has been replaced with a
temporary electric fence until a new permanent fence
can be constructed once the paddocks dry out.
The construction of the new cattle yards in September
2019 has been a major improvement in the safe and
efficient handling of cattle. Of particular benefit is the
use of a fully functioning cattle crush, which enables
us to perform animal husbandry and veterinary
practices when required.
1

Our wildlife corridors and shelterbelts are growing strongly

In November and December 2018, as part of our
DELWP Biodiversity-funded ‘Connecting to Country’
grant, we conducted plant surveys along the frontages
of Birrarung (Yarra River) and Coranderrk Creek.
Around 30 volunteers answered the call to walk the
waterway frontages and we split into 2 groups with
the intention of meeting at the confluence, noting the
species as we went. The intention was to use these
surveys to give us a picture of what indigenous plants
remained, assess their health and vitality, assess the
weed load, look into potential for revegetation works
and also to build the knowledge of all these
components of the landscape.
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The new cattle yards allow safer cattle handling.

Tree Plantings
The growth of native trees and shrubs planted in 2016
has been very satisfying over the last 12 months. In
particular the area that was heavily impacted by frost
just after planting has recovered and it now appears
only the southern end may require some replacement
plants. In a couple of the other smaller shelter belts
tree growth is so strong and dense it is likely that they
may require some thinning in future years.
- D.S.
The ‘Plants of Coranderrk’ project
Marita Hanigan and Jeff Dickinson have been leading
our project to identify indigenous plants at Coranderrk
and document their traditional uses. Marita reports:

After compiling the results of the survey, we
determined that of the 67 species of plants we
expected to find, we had 39 species along the
frontages. A further 17 plant species not on our
original list were also found. Quite pleasing results
that showed the frontages are a lot more diverse than
we anticipated.
As part of the ‘Connecting to Country’ grant we
decided to develop this information into a ‘Plants of
Coranderrk’ brochure that would enable us to
publicise a select group of plants that are important to
Coranderrk. So, we set off looking into the usage,
history and Wurundjeri names of these plants and
after careful consideration whittled down the group to
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36 plants that we believe represent a good cross
section of the plants of Coranderrk. With images
kindly supplied mainly via permission of the Royal
Botanic Gardens and all the information referenced
and cross checked, by March 2020 we had all our
information in order.
Our original intention was to launch this brochure in
April 2020, but all things slowed to a stop as C19 hit.
Using the delay to our advantage, and taking up an
opportunity to rebrand Coranderrk, a designer has
been working on jazzing up the brochure and we hope
to be able to launch it in the Spring. Thank you to all
the volunteers who helped on the surveys and all those
who contributed to the knowledge collection that
went into the brochure.
- M.H.
1

currently known as The Coranderrk Bush Food Garden
and Orchard. Earlier this year we applied for a
Victorian Government grant supporting Indigenous
food and botanical enterprises. We have just heard
that our application has been successful, and the
funding promised will go a long way to covering startup costs.
The Coranderrk Bush Food Garden and Orchard will
involve the construction of a garden, nursery and
growing areas at Coranderrk, aimed at growing and
promoting Wurundjeri food, fibre and medicinal
plants. The garden and crops produced will help us to
tell the story of Coranderrk. We plan that it will
become a social enterprise helping less advantaged
members of the community, a place of employment
for indigenous people and a place of learning for all.
An exciting part of the venture will be working with
local chefs and food enterprises to investigate and
develop local foods. We have already made a good
start on this, but unfortunately our inaugural ‘meet
and greet’ visit to Coranderrk had to be cancelled due
to C19. No matter, we look forward to hosting our
chefs at Coranderrk as soon as possible and are
experimenting with local foods in the meantime.

1

Coranderrk, also known as Victorian Christmas Bush
Prostanthera lasianthos – our flagship plant, which once grew
prolifically at the property

Coranderrk’s Bush Food Garden and Orchard
The plant brochure is a complementary project to a
new and very exciting enterprise at Coranderrk,

Growing bush foods has long been an objective for
Coranderrk. We took our first steps while waiting for
news of our grant application, with Friends of
Coranderrk volunteers undertaking a trial planting
along the driveway and making a start of preparing
the area around the Visitor Centre for landscaping.
Dave Wandin is continuing the heavy work of laying
drainage and hard-standing at the Visitor Centre and
this area is already looking good.
A guiding principle of the project is to reduce waste in
all forms and we have started sourcing second-hand
items, such as fence posts (thank you, Domaine
Chandon).
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There will be lots of scope for being involved in the
Bush food garden and orchard project. If you would
like a copy of the Concept Plan, or to discuss
or volunteer for the project, please contact:
Dave: 0467 007 347 or djwandin7@gmail.com
Tony: wandoonestate@gmail.com.

across the conservation areas, controlling Blackberry,
Thistles and Hemlock. Our objective over time is to
limit, or preferably end herbicide use, however given
the scale of the task we decided that well-applied
herbicide is appropriate in the more disturbed areas
further from the waterways. As David was once an
accredited chemical use trainer, we are sure the job is
being done to the highest standard.
David reports:
Thanks to ideal weather conditions, great progress has
been made with blackberry spraying completed in
Area 1 and commenced in Area 2, making significant
inroads as set out in the Works Plan. Because of the
good conditions additional blackberry control was also
completed in the adjoining paddocks 8, 9 and 13. All
areas sprayed are now dying off and in October works
will commence to clear away the dead thickets.

Dave and friends assemble and plant out the growing frames
for the trial bush food planting – June 2020

Coranderrk’s River Restoration Project
In 2019, with Melbourne Water (MW) and the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning (DELWP), we started work on the next stage
of Coranderrk’s Property Management Plan, the
rehabilitation of Coranderrk’s Birrarung and
Coranderrk Creek Crown land frontages and our
adjoining conservation areas. This is an ambitious plan
that covers about 20 % of Coranderrk’s total area.
MW has made a generous offer of funding support
over five years, and DELWP kicked the project off with
several days labour manually clearing weeds.
MW’s support has allowed WEAC to employ David
Stewart to undertake large-scale weed control works
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David tackles the Blackberry
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Removal of cattle from these areas over the last 4
years has encouraged significant self-seeding of
eucalypts and other understory plants with
observations to date indicating that spraying has not
been detrimental to these new plants. The population
of Tobacco weed was less than expected in the areas
sprayed and these have also been controlled.
The growth and extent of Hemlock across the property
and in the riparian areas last year represents a major
challenge for weed control this coming spring. It is
expected that this weed and thistles will require at
least 2-3 years of follow-up control each spring in
areas previously under blackberry. Across the grazing
paddocks the thistle population has been reduced to a
very small fraction of previous years through grazing
management, some spot spraying and hand hoeing.
- D.S.
Along Birrarung, we are trying to avoid using
chemicals, which means tackling about a kilometre of
decades-old blackberry by hand.
DELWP’s Greening Australia crew and our own Friends
of Coranderrk made a good start over spring and
summer, brush-cutting at the Camp and selected
monitoring sites along the river until C19 and flooding
interrupted work. We look forward to getting back to
work with a small planting at the Camp and much,
much more Blackberry cutting and grubbing when the
weather and the virus allow.
Future years will see continued weed control,
incorporating indigenous burning practices lead by
Dave Wandin, and potentially large-scale
revegetation.
If you would like to know more about the River
Restoration project and how to be involved, contact:
Dave: 0467 007 347, djwandin7@gmail.com,
Jan: 0422 356 823
Tony: wandoonestate@gmail.com.
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Brush-cutting Blackberry - January 2020

Archaeology, history and building restoration
A number of building projects have been completed
relatively recently, including refurbishment of the old
dairy as the Visitor Centre. This is a great asset as it
gives the Friends and the Working Group a place to
meet and basic kitchen facilities.
We are still relying on a porta-loo, however Yarra
Valley Water (YVW) has pledged support for a stateof-the-art, environmentally friendly septic system,
which we hope to start in the very near future.
Coranderrk is a site of unique cultural, historical and
archaeological significance, so any earthworks and
construction require investigation and supervision.
Archaeologists will undertake their study in August
and if there are no findings requiring further
investigation, YVW will begin groundwork in spring.
“We’ll be in by Christmas”.
The dilapidated farm shed next to the Visitor Centre
cannot be repaired and will need to be demolished.
We are currently writing another grant submission to
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have it replaced, in a similar building style to the
Visitor Centre, as a dedicated food handling and
production facility for use in the bush produce
enterprise.
Untitled (seven monuments)
In April 2019 we were delighted to host an opening
ceremony for Untitled (seven monuments)
http://www.untitledsevenmonuments.com.au.
This significant art installation was created by Senior
Wurundjeri Elder, Aunty Joy Murphy Wandin AO,
Sydney-based Wiradjuri-Kamilaroi artist, Jonathan
Jones and Melbourne-based Celtic-Australian artist,
Tom Nicholson. It comprises seven monuments
installed around present-day Healesville to mark the
original boundaries of Coranderrk Aboriginal Station
when it was at its largest, 4,850 acres, in 1866. Each
monument is an upturned flagpole and brick footing,
with a plaque on each face, surrounded by Coranderrk
(Christmas Bush). Each monument tells a different
part of Coranderrk’s story and visitors travel across
Wurundjeri country as they visit them.
Coranderrk’s monument is situated at the confluence
of Coranderrk Creek and Birrarung.
Woiwurrung - Living Language
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Celebrating Untitled (seven monuments) – April 2019

As a current language worker, all sources must be
analysed at length to revive the words of our
ancestors. Let’s look at the word ‘Yarra’. My Language
is Woiwurrung, and my clan in Wurundjeri-wilam.
‘Yarra’ was misunderstood to mean the actual river;
however, its translation is closer to ‘flowing’ or ‘ever
flowing’. The word yarra means hair, or even a horse’s
mane. The actual river was recorded as Brah-rung,
Bur-erring. Today we call it Birrarung.
- B.W.
Friends of Coranderrk

Not everything happens on the farm. Brooke Wandin
shares this insight into the challenges of language
revival:

Our sincere thanks to the many people who volunteer
their time, labour and skills and who have achieved so
much at working bees and events over the past few
years. We would not have got anywhere near as far as
we have, if we did not have you.

John Green (1830-1903), first Manager of Coranderrk
Aboriginal Station, recorded single language words
and some short phrases used at Coranderrk. Green
states the vocabulary comes from those inhabiting the
River Yarra. While Green is a primary source, it is
important to remember that many different mobs
could have been sources to Green.

As you can see there will be lots of ways to get
involved at Coranderrk in coming years: weed control
and tree planting, gardening, plant propagation,
harvesting, food production and cooking trials and, in
the not too distant future, guiding visitors. And many
more ways that we haven’t identified yet…
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Our Friends working bees occur every second Sunday
of the month. Unfortunately, we are not able to hold
them until C19 restrictions are lifted. In the
meantime, if you would like to join the Friends, or
have a special interest or skill you would like to share,
please contact Tony at wandoonestate@gmail.com.
Training opportunities
Farm Chemicals Use Training:
Friends of Coranderrk are invited to register their
interest in undertaking a course in safe agricultural
chemicals use, to be run at Coranderrk. The course
will cover essential aspects of handling, using, storing
and disposing of chemicals correctly. Costs will be
covered by WEAC. This course is intended for
volunteers who want to be involved in more technical
weed management activities at Coranderrk.
Food Handling Course:
Friends of Coranderrk are invited to register their
interest in undertaking a Food Handling course, to be
run at Coranderrk. Costs will be covered by WEAC.
This course is intended for volunteers who want to be
involved in food handling activities.
➢ For more information and to register your interest
contact Tony at wandoonestate@gmail.com

1

Friends clean up – January 2020. The old farm shed is in the
background.

Indigenous youth farm skills training opportunity
WEAC is looking for a young person interested in
learning sustainable farm management practices in a
hands-on role at Coranderrk.
This is not yet a funded position, but we are keen to
hear from any young person willing to give it a go. We
will seek the support required to turn this into a
formal training and employment opportunity.
To find out more contact Dave Wandin: 0467 007 347
or djwandin7@gmail.com.

➢ Timing will depend on C19 restrictions.
➢ Numbers may be limited, please register early.

That’s all from Coranderrk for now,
Twagin - see you later.
Wandoon Estate Aboriginal Corporation appreciates the friendship of:
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning; Domaine Chandon; Friends of Coranderrk; Friends of the Helmeted
Honeyeater Inc.; Indigenous Land and Sea Council; Melbourne Water; MFE by Allan Campion; Port Phillip and Westernport
Catchment Management Authority; Trust for Nature; Yarra Ranges Council; Yarra Ranges Landcare Network; Yarra Valley Water;
and the many other organisations and individuals too numerous to name here. Thank you.
Wandoon Estate is a registered Indigenous Organisation, ICN 3390, and operates under a constitution administered by the Office of the Registrar of Indigenous
Corporations (ORIC), which complies with the requirements of the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006 (CATSI Act).
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We pay our respects to our Elders, the custodians of this land, past, present and emerging.

William Barak
1824 – August 15, 1903
Leader, mediator, spokesman, artist.
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